
        PISTOL PETE’S HELPERS
HELPING PARENTS BE STUDENTS, TOO!
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Sept. 30 was a beautiful day 
in  Stillwater. Children played 
with  Pistol Pete, students, 
professors, and community 

members got to know each other 
and $40,000 was raised for charity. 

Pistol Pete’s Helpers, a nonprofit 
organization at Oklahoma 
State University, has been 
teaming up with students 
who are parents to young 
children since 2010.

 Over the past two years, 
it has hosted two auc-
tions for Stillwater com-
munity members, OSU 
alumni, professors, and students to 
bid on and donate childcare pack-
ages to students that cannot afford 
it on their own. 

At the first Pistol Pete’s Helpers 
auction in 2010, the organization 
raised $1,000, which made  
helping students doable but a 
stretch. After word spread through 
the community in 2011, Helpers 
were able to raise $5,000. 

In just two hours, $40,000 was 
raised at the Student Union amphi-

theater auction this year. 

“At a university that doesn’t have a 
free campus childcare facility, we 
feel it’s important to help out our 
students who are trying to earn a 
degree and be a parent at the same 
time,” Pistol Pete’s  Helpers 

President Kayla Starks 
said. “The auction makes 
it    pos-
sible for us to  continue 
to help the 13 percent of 
student parents who are  
working toward a degree 
at OSU.” 

 “We were blown away 
by the number of supporters who 
came out to the auction this year 
and the amount of money that was 
generously given,” Starks said. “I 
cannot begin to describe how much 
these     donations mean to our 
organization and the young families 
that rely on us for  childcare. 
It absolutely warms my heart that 
members of the  Stillwater 
community care about these stu-
dents as much as I and my volun-
teers do.” 
     
     

PISTOL PETE’S HELPERS NEWSLETTER  VOL. 2. NO. 9

                      1                    

2012 PISTOL PETE’S HELPERS 
AUCTION RAISED $40,000
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR:
KAYLA STARKS

Pistol Pete Helpers, supporters and       
future supporters,
 
It’s been a very exciting semester so far at Oklahoma 
State and Pistol Pete Helpers. 

At the 2011 auction, we raised $5,000 and at the time 
we thought that was such a blessing but over the 
year money became tight. We provide funds to our              
volunteers to entertain and educate the children that 
they babysit daily. 

We raised $40,000 at the Pistol Pete’s Helpers’ auction 
this year and have 35 students on track to graduate in 
December 2012 or May 2013. If the abundant support 
we’ve received this year says anything for our future, 
we will be able to help every student with a child on this 
campus. 

We’re currently looking into expanding to other        

campuses across the state of Oklahoma as well.         

University provided and paid for childcare facilities are 
rare on college campuses. 

Right now, Oklahoma State is the only university that 
has a Pistol Pete’s Helpers program, but I am eager to 
start sister programs across Oklahoma and eventually 
programs across the nation. 

Our mission at Pistol Pete’s Helpers is to partner with 
student parents and make their journey to a college 
degree easier, and I hope that if you haven’t joined our 
team yet that you will now. 

Thank you so much for your support,

Kayla Starks

PISTOL PETE’S HELPERS’ AUCTION HELPS        
STUDENT MOTHER

Katie Smith dreamed of being a cowgirl. She had her 
life all planned out; she would get her communications 
degree, fall in love, and then start a family.

Days before Katie started her senior year of high school, 
she found out she was pregnant. She finished high 
school with the help of a tutor provided by her school, 
Putnam City North High School, with a 3.8 GPA. Soon 
after she graduated, life got hard.

“Having my little boy was the best day of my life, but I 
would be lying if I said I didn’t see my 
dreams for the future begin to fade 
away during the first few days of his 
life,” Katie said. “My son’s dad wasn’t 
in the picture and my parents couldn’t 
afford to help me financially, but I was 
determined to go to college and get my 
degree so I could provide a better life 
for myself and my son.”

“Thirteen percent of students are single 
parents, who are more likely to have low incomes than 
married parents,” and “23 percent of college students 
have dependent children and 53 percent of those who 
drop out cite family responsibilities as a reason that 
they cannot return to school,” according to CLASP, the 
Center for Postsecondary and Economic Success.

Katie came to the Pistol Pete’s Helpers auction on Sept. 
30 looking for some help. Pistol Pete’s Helpers is a non-
profit organization at Oklahoma State University that 
provides students with children free childcare in hopes 

of helping them reach a college degree. 

“I am so thankful for Pistol Pete’s Helpers and the 
Pickens family,” Katie said. “If I wouldn’t have gone to 
the Pistol Pete’s Helpers auction and met Mr. Pickens, I 
would have never been able to finish my education, and 
for that I will be forever grateful.
 “Mr. Pickens sat down by me at my table and asked 
about my son. I showed him some pictures and we 
talked about his children and how much we both loved 
the university.” I was ecstatic to meet him but I never 

dreamed anything else would come 
from our encounter.” 

At the auction, people wanting to donate 
to the organization or an            individu-
al student mother or father could donate 
money to provide care. Boone Pickens 
donated $20,000 to Pistol Pete’s Helpers 
to provide a babysitter to watch Katie’s 
son Monday through Friday for the rest 
of her college education. 

Pistol Pete’s Helpers President Kayla Starks started 
the organization in August 2010. With the help of              
volunteers and donors, Pistol Pete’s Helpers has helped 
45 fathers and mothers reach graduation.

“We are so thankful for students like Katie and support-
ers like Mr. Pickens and we hope that others see this act 
of kindness and continue to help out our organization,” 
Starks said. 

“Having my little boy was 
the best day of my life, but 
I would be lying if I said I 
didn’t see my dreams for 
the future begin to fade 
away during the first few 
days of his life,”
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YOU CAN BE THE NEXT PISTOL PETE HELPER: 
SIGN UP NOW!

The Pistol Pete’s Helpers have 
helped 45 students reach         
graduation since it started 
nonprofit work in 2010, but it 
hopes to see that number rise 
drastically by graduation in 
May.       

Helpers and   Oklahoma 
State are currently providing 
childcare to 110   students at 
the Stillwater campus, ages 
ranging from 18 to 29. This 
December, eight students will 
be graduating and another 27 
plan to   graduate in May 2013. 

 Pistol Pete’s Helpers 
is always in need of volunteer 
babysitters. A typical day in 
the life of a “Helper” would be       
taking a child or siblings to the 
park, a movie, an art class, or 
just hanging out at the families’ 
home. 

 “I’ve been a Helper for 
a year now and it has been 
such a blessing for myself and 
hopefully the families that I 
am helping,” Megan McIntosh, 
Stillwater Medical Center RN 
said. “I look forward to my 
time with the children each 

week because it feels good 
knowing that I am helping 
students graduate.”

Volunteers are given a           
reasonable budget to enter-
tain the children they care for 
per day, per week or longer 
periods if the same volunteer 
regularly babysits for the same 
student parent.

 Students, Okla-
homa State University staff 
and    Stillwater community        
members are all invited and 
encouraged to sign up as a 
volunteer. 

 “These kids and their 
parents really need our help. 
The community service will 
look great on my resume too,” 
OSU      student Ben Cox said. 

If an individual or business 
missed the 2012 Pistol Pete’s       
Helpers auction, but still would 
like to make a donation to the 
organization, call Pistol Pete’s 
Helpers’ President Kayla Starks 
at 405-555-1234 or email her 
at kayla.starks@okstate.edu. 
 


